of the latter.
The ideas embodied in the above definition are not new.
That plague is essentially a rat disease was known to the ancients. We find the disease attributed to these animals by the priests and diviners of the Philistines, who instructed the people in these words?"Make images of your emerods and images of your mice that mar the land.1' They were to do so as a trespass offering to the God of Israel.1
In the Bhagavathi Purana the people are advised "at the moment rats fall from the roof above, jump about, and die" to leave their homes with their friends and relations, and to live in the plain.2
In Kumaun, where the disease lias been known for long, the experience of the inhabitants has taught them that when rats die, it is time to quit their homes for the jangle to save themselves from plague. It is stated in a report of the outbreak of 1634-35, that " the appearance of the disease in a village had been observed to be preceded by a mortality among the rats of the village " 3 Coming to more recent times, Hankin, in reviewing the various circumstances that produced plague in Bombay inferred that the incidence of plague in localities and houses was in relation to their accessibility to rats rather than to filth, overcrowding, etc. 4 Simond also came to a similar conclusion from his experience of the disease.* Dr. Ashburton Thompson, 
